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TESTIMONY PRESENTED BEFORE THE ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
COMMITTEE 

FEBRUARY 7, 2013 
 

Ellen Blaschinski, Branch Chief, Regulatory Services Branch, 860-509-8171  
 

Senate Bill 807 - An Act Concerning Water Infrastructure and Conservation, The 
Department of Public Health, Municipal Reporting Requirements and Unpaid 
Utility Accounts at Multi-Family Dwellings.  
 

 
The Department of Public Health (DPH) opposes Senate Bill 807. 
 
Sections 12 through 84 eliminate DPH’s authority over public water systems, water companies and 
public drinking water sources, including assuring purity and adequacy of public drinking water. On a 
daily basis, DPH provides direct oversight of and regulatory authority over Connecticut’s 2,551 public 
water systems.  There are appropriately 551 community public water systems and 2,000 non-
community public water systems which serve 80 percent of the state’s population. DPH currently 
maintains primacy of the federal Safe Drinking Water Act as well as oversight over a number of state 
laws.   
 
Oversight of public drinking water systems and sources is a fundamental public health protection 
program. Public drinking water systems produce a consumable product. If this product is not 
appropriately regulated, the public can be negatively affected by contamination, illness or disease.  It 
is the human health focus that has protected the consumers of public drinking water from illness for 
over a century under the guidance and oversight of Connecticut’s Department of Public Health.   
 
Waterborne disease outbreaks in Connecticut due to consumption of public drinking water are rare. 
This is due to a variety of public health laws that assure our state’s drinking water is pure and taken 
from the highest quality raw water.  It is with the utilization of high quality sources that DPH works to 
reduce reliance upon chemical treatment to assure drinking water quality at the consumers tap.   
 
DPH welcomes the opportunity to discuss with the Committee further legislation to address rate 
setting, conservation, and acquisitions of water systems. DPH concurs that rates should 
appropriately be set in order to address sanitary deficiencies. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s views on this bill. 
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